IIOW A NATION WAS HOAXED
decisive and characteristic. He would have rushed forward at
once with a rearmament programme and damned the conse-
quences. Now it. might be true that the opposition of the
people could be ignored if the Government had four or five
years to carry through its programme. But with an imminent
General Election and the mood of the people being what it
was, the result would be the complete overthrow of the Govern-
ment and with it would go the whole rearmament scheme.
Of that Baldwin was absolutely convinced. As he told the
House :
c It is my linn conviction that had the Government, with
this Rreat majority, used that majority to do anything that
might be described as arming without a mandate . . . had
I taken such action as my right lion, friend desired me to
take, it would have defeated entirely the end I had in
view/
So far Baldwin was doing well. lie had Churchill, so to
speak, out on a limb while he was busy with a saw* He had
completely countered the charge of clilatorincss and delay,
He had shown that having regard to the mood of the people
at the time, to have gone ahead with a rearmament programme
would have been .suicide for the Government. Such a long-
term programme could only be curried through by a * National'
Government, and one with a full term before it. Baldwin could
have ended on that note U,H he had answered Churchill's
arraignment and in refuting him he had rehabilitated himself.
But Churchill's diatribe wan a challenge to his leadership* It
remained, therdore, for him to show what a great and successful
leader he was. Now the greatest achievement of a political
leader h to lead his Party to victory at a General Election,
Here Baldwin had to mukt* a difficult decision. If he wished
to confute completely hi* opponent he would have to make a
clean breast of the fact that to win the General Election of 1935,
he had been guilty of gross misrepresentation. He would have
to make public, confession of a course of conduct which must
shock all who heard it, and which might go far to destroy that
reputation for .simple-minded honesty which he had been so
sedulously anxious to cultivate through the years. On the
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